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continued to run into each other, and they asked
if I'd be interested in collaborating with them. They
had some ideas, | had some ideas, and we just put
the song together. | actually wrote most of the music
for it, and they made some changes here and there.
Vinnie [Fiorello, LTJ drummer] gave me a bunch of
lyrical ideas, and | helped him formulate those into

a song.

: boration wish list?

| would love to work with Andrew Kenny from the
American Analog Set. | think he's really creative, and |
think what they do is really exciting.

o )

music being so different from

7;“ IS
I think that's what's inspiring about it, working
with people you would never normally work with.
Something that's going to streich you as an artist
creatively is something that's very exciting for me. |
also love [Emily Haines) from Metric; | think she has
a great voice, and their new album [Live it Out] is
amazing.

[Laughs] No, 1 love where 1 live. | didn’t even realize
they were both from Canada unfil you just said it. |
was actually going to do a podcast all with songs from
and about Los Angeles. There's a great Death Cab For
Cutie song called “405" that | think is really cool... |
actually started a list, but | don't have it on me.

\ actua\\y have an |dea in its very infant stages right
now, so | don't really have anything to tell you about it
yet, but it is in the works right now.

rock; where do you

Mostly as an artist. My (ove is still writing and playing
music, and that's my main focus and goal. | just love
doing other things, too.

haven't made any firm decisions yet.

Do you see the album coming out this year?
Yes, definitely, through Interscope.

Do you see yourself touring this year with
Plus 447

Absolutely. Absolutely. We just
want to write unti we feel
like we have the best
record possible, and
then release that
and tour around
the release  of
the album. But we
definitely want to tour
as much as we can and
be on the road for a while.

Will you be debuting Plus 44 material
on the podcast?
| would love to do that.

You're just about to turn 34, and you
have a 3-and-a-half-year-old child.
What is it that keeps you motivated
to stay in this scene and not move
onto “normal lite?”

Normal life sucks! | don't ever want
to have a normal life. | am so blessed
to do what | do, and hang out with -
my friends, and create music, and

produce bands.

This interview is running in our 100

Bands You Need To Know issue.

What are some bands you think

we should include?

Definitety Something For Rockets;
definitely the Matches—they have an
amazing album coming out; We Are
The Fury—| just saw them play at the
Roxy last night; they were amazing live.
Basically, any band that | work with should be
in the list. [Laughs]

 “NORMAL LIFE SUGKS 1 ok

EVER WAHT T0 HAVE

3

new project
e information on it?

1

\ dont have a whole \ot to say about it right now
because we're still writing songs even as we speak,
but we're all very excited with it and can't wait for it
to come out.

nght now, we're JUSt wntmg and recording as we go,
and I'm sure that we'll go back and re-record some
things. We've talked about different producers, but we

B0 {(srernaTivE PRESS

A HORMAL LIFE."

Even though Blink's currently on hiatus, the band s
h"wa{a ge presence in this scene, even going so far
to win the AP Hall Of Fame award  last year—beating
the Beatles. Do you think Blink-182 are better than'
Beatles?

! will never say that anything is befter than °
Beatles.

Would you like to apologize to Paul McCartney, then?
You know, he got knighted. | don't think that b
hurting for anything. @it
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different stuff, and not worry about how much
bandwidth is going to end up costing, which
is still something that I'm trying to understand.
{Laughs]

You mentioned earlier you were busy producing; is
that something that you're planning on doing a lot
mare of?

Oh, absolutely. | love producing. fve been working
with the Matches and Something For Rockets; | just
worked on a track with a friend of mine named Renee
Renee; 'm about to go into the studio next month with
We Are The Fury; f've been talking to Mae about doing
stuff with them; the good thing is that the projects I've
been doing are not entire albums at a time, because
I don't have time for that right now, with recording for
Plus 44, So what | do is work with some hands where |
can do three or four tracks at a time. | really want to do
We Are The Fury's whote album, though.

When you're producing these bands, how involved do you
get?

Every band is totally different. | think that you have to
cater what you're doing as a producer to each band.
Some bands—and some songs—need more work from
a producer than others. I'll say. exactly everything that |
have in my head, but I'm also very respectful of the fact
that the band is the owner and the creator of the song,
and it's their art. {1l always give my opinion and push for
what | think is right for the song, but in the end, if they
tell me they want something a certain way, it's their
album, you know? But | try and help with arrangement,
and parts, and whatever a song needs.

You've also been doing a number of guest-vocal

appearances recently, like on Motion City Soundtrack's

“Hangman” and MxPx's “Wrecking Hotel Rooms.” Does
that come about spontaneousty, or do you sayto yourself,
“| can hear myself there,” and say something?

I never suggest that | should sing on anything.

‘back in the day and we'd kept in touch and

[Laughs] With both of
would sing on it, and |
myself on anybody, you k
for me. Although on “H

Were they okay with thal
Yeah. | don't just come
is how I'm gonna do if
band | work with, {1l b
cool in this part is

You seem o be worky
yuuevergmntuam i i
say, “Hi, it's Mark Hoppus,” and they say. ‘Bnﬂshzt ?

That actually did just happen not too long ago. |
was supposed to work with Zolof The Rock & Roll
Destroyer, and a friend of mine gave me [singer

Rachel Minton]'s IM name, and | was messaging her,

and she didn’t’_ believe it was me, so | actually had to /
call someane-to call her and say, “Hey, Mark's trying to L,
tatk to you right now.” |
Was she very apologetic after that? ] i
No, she wasn't; she S'b'l} told me to fuck off. {Laughs]

You rennnﬂy cnﬂwmm a song with Less Than Jake for -
their new athtm, In With The Out Crowd, called “The Rest
0f My Life." How did that happen?

I'd toured with Less Than Jake a bunch of tsmes
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