Sevendust’s raw sound and lyrics reach ‘alpha’ form

By Erin Lemke
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Releasing J.%l‘t‘.\i\lon and frustra-

ton through music is nothing new in

___ grnding guitar section with a steady
percussion beat—creates a subtle con-
trast that recks of conflict, oftentimes
mirroring the lyrics.

the world of metal, but it takes a special “Under” has a steady and lingering
finesse 10 wm raging feelings into a  feel to match the weight and clusive-
true work of art. ness of introspective lyrics, such as “If

After venting to the world for over 1 was under / Could I see myself on
a decade, Sevendust have the floor? / If 1 should
F@Id'lf-d new levels of CD REVIEW ip inside my mind /
maturity and craftsman- [ Would I be under con-

ship in their latest release, |
Alpha. Their blend of |

screaming vocals, thun-
dering drums, vicious
guitars and smooth
moments of tranquil-
ity has never sounded so
polished, despite the fact

trol of it all?” The song
represents the fear of
the thoughts within and
internal battles.

Other common

themes of the album are
revenge, manipulation,
1 respect and not taking

that this album is more Alpha life for granted. “Sto
belligerent than any of Sevendust of Your iﬁfm a ﬁ.u'iour}sr
their p_mr_mus'mlmses (Asylum) attack on people who
This is evident from stumble through life
the moment the first unobservant, expecting
Lrack,. “Dca&smr," begins. There is  the answers to fall into their lap with-
no distinct intro, just an immedi-  out any reasoning or effort.
ate assault from the growling vocals, Ironically, “Aggression” begins with
af:centﬂd by stampeding drum inten- 2 moumful piano intro that seems
sity. A technique that Sevendust uses  anything bur aggressive. However, the

more than once—mixing a quick,

tension slowly builds as the instru-

mentation becomes more layered into
a dark compliment to the chorus of
“Took a wrist and cut it open / And
now it seems 'm throwing you over
the edge / We had a gift no one had /
You never thought I'd be curting you
bpen again.”

| Although Alpha is very intense
and dark, there are a few tracks
with a less harsh vibe. “Clueless” is
i fuzzy track about living life with-
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Sevendust. The Atlanta- based band hasan allerna-

out taking things for granted that
renounces hypocrisy. The verses are
a bit rough, but the chorus can only
be described as beautiful. The dis-
tortion melts away and once again,
the growling gives way to a more
traditional style.

The longest and | most unique
track, however, is “Bum.” Although
it is nine minutes long, it never drags
along or gets dull. The verses have

a guitar riff quick enough to cause
dizziness and are short and sweet.
Halfway through, the track changes
into a soft blend of piano and percus-
sion, allowing all the fury to simply
fade away into wondering.

Alpha is a great fusion of unbri-
dled rage and meditation. Sevendust
are clearly growing up and adapting
to a new stage of their lives with
€NOrmOous SUCCess.
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Sevendust has been reborn on "Alpha,”
the group’s sixth studio release and first
for its own 7 Bros. label.

After seizing creative control of their
career, battling personal difficulties, and
avercoming near bankruptcy in label dis-
putes, this Atlanta quintet has emerged
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tive metal sound, and they're known for their
angry lyrics. Song titles [rom their sell-titled
debut album include” “Black,”Bitch,”and" “Will 1t
Bleed.” Sounds like this mlg,ht be the perfect con-
cert for a first date. Mar 3, 6:30 pa. The Palla-
dium Ballroom, 1135 5. Lamar ‘\t 9—_ 343-2444.
wiww. ticketmaster.com. |6 (

‘vith renewed focus and eneragy.

The group’s previous three efforts had
their moments, but Sevendust hasn't been
this consistently hard-hitting since its self-
titled 1997 debut or 1999 follow-up,
“Home."

The guitar attack of John Connelly and
Sonny Mayo is punishing and melodic, |
Vince Homnsby holds a tight bass groove, |
and Morgan Rose's relentless drumming
and backing vocals are as focused and an-
qry as his tortured lyrics.

Breathing life into Rose’s confessionals
are the versatile lead vocals of Lajon With- |
erspoon, who growls and spits fire in defi-
ance before soaring to incredibly soulful
highs.

Without question, loyal fans have always
hoped Sevendust had a few records like
this left to give.
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