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By PJ Yatar
; ith his brain pu.ked and his butt kicked Sevendust’s
lead songwriter forwards contrition on his broken famﬂv

and the worst yearof his life; On the road of life if your foot
is on-the pedal in the wrong direction Morgan Rose will tell you it is
ok to take a U-turn. In 2006 seams of Rose’ life beoan to fray as internal conflict with
“thenavife Rayna Foss-Rose (former bassist of Coal Chamber) resulted in a bitter divoree
and a tumultubus custody battle for his daughter, Soon after his arandfather passed away
Ltfouble with the law led to his father’s arrest, conviction and five year sentencing to federal
jail; Rose’s frusrration boiled over with his own spat with the law after he was artested,
before chafees were eventually dropped. Fast forward to 2007 and one can sympathize
why Rose embraces Sevendust’s latest re lease Alpha as a new beginning, 4 notion inspired
but potverful and one Rose kepr close to his heart while architecting the band’s sixth
released March 6, music critics have opened their arms to Alpha as
* Rose said, “It

srudio album. Set to be

o, “We are extra pmud of this record,”

was the most heartfelt album we have ever done.”

“simpler,”

* Oh God.:
Rirse recalling the ome whén

. things were much moré

Sevendust formed in the suburlis of sAtlanta,
Georgla in 1994, Named afrer a pesticide
( Sevin dust) , Severdust’s abrasive guitar
riffs, methodic neo-meral vocals and abrasive

energy created a horde of ew metal fans by

the late nineries as the digital age of mus

srew in abundance and influence. However
at Woodstock 1999 the band appeared
traneformed, this at a rime when the lines of

metal and alternative music began to manifest

as one. “We starred playing and Jewel was

plaving on the orher stage and we could sce




- . 4 - "
other people coming over from herstage,

Bose recalled like it was vesrerday. “It was
like a bomb went off over there. We started
playing and they kept comling” Fany wiguld
05 1 he hand

cotfinge to dmw closer |
“had nchieved threé gold xeeords, performed
“Mundreds of sold odt shows while national
music publications deknowledged Rose for his
innov mng drumming and straidht forward
AOH1EW rmm,

; '.l_i«h:}'t_: 1_115; Alphn-recording sessions in the
sufniperof 2006 began, Ru.k.c_w-(ik inneed o,
jn o rest il hie fssues that [\Lﬂ‘.'i:'

After receiving a fow'p atied chord g
ditarist John Cennolly,

Rose trekked off o8 the studhéyalome o

Amind.
progressions from g

spend time ro udd nmlmiiu:: and setatch
vocals before mecting the rese of the band
for production. “My mind set persondlly was
destruetise. 1 had just been going through a
divorekans :Imlm_; with the (:mud\ issues
with my child,” Roseweatd. *
exonerated on a court case where I was
arrefted.” It wastalso during this imegthe .
fravile Rose watted for his Father sentencing
fearing the ]Nlﬁhif!ihl}' liis father could serve
up to 25 vears in federal prison. * [ was
imploding bad. When we got 10 a point where
I could let Tose some of thos® teelings on to
sotme music it became vervitherapeutic for

me”
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‘I had been ; 2

‘he devision to stay in (;ungm to n,und ‘\Lpim
tather than hop on a jet to Los Angeles or Ne
York was relict for Rose. “We haste wor ked i‘n&i}
1o pr nthd\u. motivated and in line withoug
gerting ali Ldtm/\ }3{»& recalling past attempts.
at recordiipg Foutside ¢ “Back in the day
we did same reconds [)Hl of town wheré we pot
-ifuh and it ook us a litde w hdi;,-m: finish

aCOrgiL.

'Fh@%umcord« because we were PFL, occupled”

Past delays ave re patlaved by the band’s youthful
approach to ncm:{m;_‘ music, Tn the past members
of Sevendust would pive infm maplrfnmn.l] whins
and free formythitashs
of recordings, however once the rape ‘![‘(J]‘)PLL]

ions thar lead to hours

volling and with the deadline looming over them
the band would have dozens of uncompleted
songs to show for eventually Teading to delay,

buckerackir [n{ frustrarion, But with age comes x

wisdom .md in Sevendusts case lead o a well-
organize - and no-nonsense appreach recording
AlphasWe probably had about almost lialf of
everything. | Y thiere was probably a verse
and chorus or a vérse, hridee or chirus on mayhe
half of the record,.” Rose speaking on ihe tine
when he approached his band mares with the new,
material. “Lajon has o fecl i, he L'm 1 sell it

Fle has to believe what is poing on b 1}1_ songy

’*nu)rdmm “TH was hkt: b\ th(, umk We were

L ooave do now,”

know where music is going... w

The hand hnmhqd rcrnrdnu_r, ;\[ph.}.‘lhud of
\L}1LL1U.]L l ey u'&d thu extra Hme in _'he studio

d(mrs

<Shnd c\-u’_\'bndy wint home i it awas like ok what do

Rose said. R o

“After we pot done witlethe recording lithought

1 would be in grear shape, but to be horest

with you the moré talking about thefecord, the ;
mind set and i\ tical conrent and where T was
that makes it therapeutic,” Rose: said. C ‘urrently
Rose is on the road pai:rm ming with Sevendust
as part ofa 57 dare Novth P merica 1o, which
bepan E clm:mu'\r 8 in Harf\‘hmc Indiana, With .
2006 _bﬁl‘,llfld‘,}.'lu.l’i and 2_.1’?!0. ahead, Rose accepfs

his new course in life, Thirteen vears and six
records later Rose trusts that people still eare

about Sevendusts musicsOn the road or arhome
with his new bride Ter Hatrison, Rose confides

he is & better man today than hc- was 4 year ago’”
“But
vou know there is a whole new generation out

W are a lietle ofder and wiser)” Rose said.
there of people who are coming in and we don't
e ot going
tor change what we have been doing: 1t just now
thines are a listle more complicared.”




