@ Boston’s the Receiving End of Sirens, the latest entry in the

A W growing smo-prog” movement {see Philadelphia’s Circa
Survive and Seattle’s the Fall of Troy), coalasced while

vocalist-bagsist Brendan Brown, vocalist-guitarist Alex Bars, and
drummer Andrew Cook were attending Northeastern University,
They latar roped ih guitarist Nate Patterson and California transplant
Cagey Crescenzo on guitars and keyboards (he also shares singing
duties) and recorded Betwean the Heart and the Synapse. the band's
heady 2006 debut.

A SOUKD LIKE The nearly 70-minute-long Swrapsa finds Bars, Crascenzo,
and Patterson alternating vocal duties over interlocking post-hardcore
hooks, Yes-style gultar malodies, and seismic avant rock. "1'd like to
believe that we didn't go ovarbeard,” Crescanzo says of the disc, a
salf-described concept album about “the struggle between tha heart
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and tha mind.” "I feel like whan peopls are three or four albums down
the line, that's when they'rs like, 'Let’s do somsething ambitious.’ Wa
didn’t ses any rsal reason to wait that long_."

A TASTER'E CHOCE Though you can eatch the band on this year's Teste of
Chaos tour, Crescenza lsn't a huge fan of the screamo sat. His musical
heroes tend mora toward acts like Radichead and jazz-rock pioneers
Waeather Report and the Mahavishnu Orchestra, "It doss get a little
weird [on tour] whan we are into such different music.” Crescenzo says.
A WHAT DGESN'T Kl YOUL.. During their early days, money got so tight
that the fiva bandmates, along with a rsommate, shared a two-
badroom apartment in a particularfy rough-and-tumble Boston
neighborhood. Naturally, owning a car was out of the quastion.

“We were walking a few miles in the enow to gat to our rehaarsal
space for five months,” racalls Crescanzo, But, he insists, the Sirens
found strength in facing the adversity together. “We really bonded

88 8 group.” TREVOR KELLEY




