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spotlight on

by Justine Ruddy
The upright bass isn’t only

for the orchestra anymore, as
jazz singer John Lester shows
us.Acclaimed in Europe, Lester
is making a name for himself
in the states and is coming to
NYC’s Bitter End on Sept. 19.

John Lester has captured
fans around the world with his
soothing voice and laid back
sound.When you listen to his
music you can almost picture
yourself in a café in Paris. His
newest record, So Many
Reasons, came out recently,

and it has a range of songs
with themes varying from love
to a warning guide for tourists
venturing to Paris. The title
song has an upbeat tempo
accompanied by lyrics to which
anyone who has been in love
can relate. It won the best jazz
song award in the West Coast
Songwriters Competition, while
another song on the record,
“Beware La Merde,” won best
humorous song.Lester includes
tales of his journeys through
Europe and the US in his songs,
including one song, “Fear Itself,”
which is about the feeling in
America after the terror alerts
were first administered.Lester
sometimes performs solo along
with his upright bass that he
named Sarah.At some shows
you can find him accompanied
by a saxophone, drums and
even a piano.

The Bitter End is located on
147 Bleecker St. Tickets are
$10, and the show starts at
7:30 p.m. Lester will be joined
by Gretchen Peters, Craig
Carothers and Don Henry.
Log on to johnlestermusic.com
or bitterend.com for more
information.

john lester

Brilliant Bassist

by Justine Ruddy
Just when we thought we

had all the funky pop punk
bands we could handle, The
Secret Handshake bursts out
on the scene, demanding
attention. And TSH is getting
it, selling out shows nationwide.
One such show will be at

NYC’s Annex on Sept. 20.
When you first listen to The

Secret Handshake, you picture
a studio full of band members
playing a variety of instruments.
But you’ll find it is only one guy,
Luis Dubuc, with a laptop.
Occasionally, he performs with
a drummer, but most of the

time, it’s just Dubuc making all
the music himself.TSH has an
electronic sound with emo
lyrics, such as “I wrote songs
’cause I love her,” and “This
could be the summer of love,
and this could be the summer
I grow up” from the single
“Summer of 98.” But there’s
no whining in the songs, they
are upbeat and incredibly
catchy.

Dubuc started off as a heavy
metal drummer but felt limited.
Later, he discovered utilizing
music via laptop, and it
changed his view on music.
He started making demos and
toured the country, playing
every garage and basement
show he could find, and he
developed quite a following.
TSH experiments with different
sounds on its debut full-length,
One Full Year, ranging from
electronic, hip hop and R&B.

The Annex is located at
152 Orchard St. (between.
Rivington and Stanton St.).To
enter you must be 21 or older.
Log on to the band’s page at
myspace.com/thesecrethand
shake or theannexnyc.com for
more info.

the secret handshake

Hush-Hush
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