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Young Modern several layers to it, so if a listener might

think of perhapsthe Beach Boys circa Pez Sounds or SMiILIE, it
is with good reason. Legendary producer and arranger

Van Dyke Parks worked with Silverchair on some'material,
even leading them to Prague to work with an 80-piece orches
tra. Parks, responsible for the album title (he calls Johns

“Mr. Young Modern”), seemed to get exactly what Silverchair

It’s always hard trying to find the right people to be work
ing with,” Gillies says. “One of the challenges was tracking
and seeing what was going to be on the record. It’s funny
but the people along the way Daniel and I found were really
unsure about this album.”

Perhaps the album’s highlight is the winding and adventur
ous “Those Thieving Birds (Parts I & 11)” which bookend the
pleasing “Strange Behaviour.”

“With “Those Thieving Birds’ we recorded it in three dif
ferent sections and we put them together,” he says. “We even
used some of Daniel’s original demo. That was probably the
most difficult song.”

Silverchair spent July and August touring North America
in support of Young Modern but will return to Australia to
mount an extensive national tour with another Aussic pow
erhouse Powderfinger in September. Gilles says that the new
material is definitely taking on a life of its own.

“We start doing little different things to the songs and
elaborate on them a bit,” he says. “A few months or a few
years later you might hear the original recording of it and
you're like, ‘oh, that’s changed.”

And while nothing is confirmed for the future, it appears
that Silverchair are living in the moment, savoring the oppot
tunity for all three members to reconnect.

“One of the biggest things we have is this musical chemis
try that is very rare; vou don’t see it that often,” Gillies says.
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