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think it's any secret that | admire him and | think
he’saliving genius.

Itactually freaked me outthefirst time | worked
with him because | didn't expect someone of that
caliber to like my music but he really fell in love
with Diorama and then when | was doing the
demos for Young Modern, even a year before we
started recording and before Ben and Chris even
heardthemusic...lwaskind of showingVan Dyke
Park stuff. We talked about going to Prague and
recording orchestras. Heisjustreallyinspirational
andheunderstands whatI'm trying to dowith my
work. ljust really trusthim.

Rage: Emotionally, how does the creative process of writ-
inglyricsand musicflow foryou?

Daniel Johns: That's really hard to articulate.. .|
don'treally know because itis kind of intangible.
I don't really understand how | do it. | don’t have
any musical training. | don’t decide to sit down
and write a series of chords. It's more like if I'm

looking at a painting, a building or I'm walking
acrossthe street and | see something beautiful or
something ugly, then | tend to just hold onto that
feeling.Then, when|get back to an instrumentor
Ihearasound, |try torecreate afeeling.

Lyrically, | try and kind of reinterpret it again so
it starts to get this kind of vague and sentimental,
poetic quality to it. For this record, with the lyrics,
| was trying hard to be a little bit more literal. On
the last two albums, | was really enjoying hiding
behind metaphors I'guess. This record | wanted
it to be less metaphorical and more literal and to
have fun withitas well. Sometimes, it’s sentimen-
tal. Sometimes, it's genuine...sometimes; I'm
completely having funwithit.

Rage: The media just announced that you are part of the
Australian “Big Day Qut” concert, That’s a huge annual
eventthere.

Daniel Johns: Yeah, they did. Each year they re-
ally have a pretty impressive line-up. We're really
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excited. We're going on after The Arcade Fire and
before Bjork.That's a pretty good line-up.

Rage:Excellent.Yournewalbumistoogoodtomiss.Young
Modernhasn'tleftmy playerinmycarsincelgotit.

Daniel Johns: That's awesome. One of the goals
when | write music is to write music that feels
exciting and feels inviting as well.'ve been trying
to write music that has longevity. | don’t want to
be one of those artists where you hear the song
and are like “Oh yeah, that’s good,”and then you
putitaway and you never listen to it again for like
three or four years. | want it to be a piece of work
that’s intriguing, you know. So, thank you for say-
ingthat.

Rage:No problem. Thanks Daniel.
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