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Jet Lag Gemini heads to Raleigh this week. 
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Jet Lag Gemini benefits from diversity

By Ed Condran, Correspondent

It's difficult to compartmentalize Jet Lag Gemini. The New Jersey-based band crafts tunes that combine a punk edge with pretty, soaring harmonies and majestic guitar solos. 

"You don't usually get all of that from the same band," vocalist-guitarist Misha Safonov said while calling from his Englishtown, N.J., home. "We play by a different set of rules. But we know there are guidelines for putting together a good song. You can't just throw a bunch of notes together. But we're not just going to sound like every other band." 

Perhaps Jet Lag Gemini, which will perform Tuesday at Vintage 21 in Raleigh, delivers eclectic tracks because of its members' diverse roots. Three quarters of the band are immigrants. Safonov, 22, left Russia for New Jersey in 1993. Potential guitar hero Vlad Gheorghiu, 18, and his bass-playing brother, Matt Gheorghiu, 20, moved to the United States seven years ago from Romania. Drummer Dan Diliberto, 18, is the lone JLG member eligible to become president of the United States. 

"I think our backgrounds have had a good effect on our music," Safonov said. "We all grew up listening to different kinds of music." 

Safonov was weaned on contemporary Russian songs as a child. But a decade ago, his life was altered after he devoured Beatles, Queen and AC/DC discs. "So much hit me when listening to those bands," he said. "You had the brilliance of the Beatles, the vocal harmonies just killed me, and that's in our music. I also loved Freddie Mercury." 

Blink 182 was Safonov's first concert and he was hooked on punk after attending the Warped Tour five years ago. "There was just so much energy," he said. "It was so cool seeing all of these cool bands. I hope we can play on the Warped Tour someday." 

Jet Lag Gemini formed four years ago. "These guys were just perfect for the band I wanted," Safonov said. 

Vlad Gheorghiu, who is a Slash acolyte, particularly connected with Safonov. "The guy is a guitar monster," Safonov said. "One of his favorite bands of all time is Guns N' Roses. He just shreds like a crazy person." 

Punk pop and guitar hero are usually mutually exclusive. However, Gheorghiu's grand solos add an exciting element to the band's well-constructed and occasionally anthemic tunes. "It's cool to be different in music, and I think Vlad makes us sound very different," Safonov said. "He just goes nuts with his solos. I can't imagine our songs without his mind-bending solos." 

JLG is getting ready to tour behind its forthcoming release, "Fire the Cannons," which will drop in three weeks. "It's exciting that we're going to have our first full-length disc out," Safonov said. "EPs are nice, but it's about the full-length. It's about time to take this as far as we can." 

It appears that time is on JLG's side. Safonov is the only member of the young group who is even old enough to drink alcohol. 

"That may be true, but I feel like we've been together doing this for quite a while," Safonov said. "We're ready to take it to the next level." 
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