‘WARPED |OUR PAYS OFF

Paving

It’s been shown time and

again that the Warped Tour

provides great exposure for
modern rock bands that get to
perform on it.

My Chemical Romance, Fall
Out Boy and the All-American
Rejects are among the bands
whose stints on the Warpeds
Tour served as springboardS+o
major Success. >

It turns out even groups that
never step foot on the stages
also can get a real boost for
their careers out of the Warped

-

attest to that.

Pounding the pavement

In summer 2006, the then-
newly formed group hit the
road to follow the Warped Tour
on its cross-country trek. F

The band left behind the gui-
tars, amps and drums, but
brought along a pile of freshly
recorded EPs and an ingenious
ideafor creating awareness
about the band,

By the time the tour finished
its two-month run, Mayday
Parade had sold some 11,000 .
copies of its six-song EP, all
without playing a note on any
of the Warped stages.

“It really just gave us a
great head start for the band,
because we had never even
toured or anything. We had
only played like local shows
around Tallahassee and stuff,”
singer Derek Sanders said in a
recent phone interview.
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It could be a frustrating
experience, Sanders recalled.
“You can go a long, long time
without anybody buying, and
1t’§ really discouraging,” he
said. “But then yow’ll hit a
group where everybody in the
group would buy one, and peo-
ple were really into it. You real-
ly had to work hard all day.”
The effort was worth it;
though. Besides reaching thou-
sands of potential fans, May-
day Parade’s Warped Tour EP
sale paid off in one very impor-
tant and tangible way.
‘_‘Because we started getting
a little more recognition and
people started to hear us and

word got around, that’s actual-
ly how we ended up getting
signed by Fearless (Records),”
Sanders said. “The Warped
Tour was coming through L.A.,
and they told us while we were
there, they wanted us to do a
showcase for them and hang
out at their headquarters for a
little bit and talk to them.
“That’s how we got in touch

with them and ended up,
maybe a few months after that,
getting signed by them.”
el i

& Time spent making new
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Mayday Para

‘A Lesson in Romantics’

Since that point, Mayday
Parade has made consistent
progress. The group has toured

steadily and, last July, released
its full-length debut CD, “A
Lesson in Romantics.”

Making the full-length CD
was a markedly different expe-
rience for the band members
— Sanders, bassist Jeremy
Lenzo, guitarists Alex Garcia,
Brooks Betts and Jason Lan-
caster (who left the group
after the CD was recorded),
and drummer Jake Bundrick.

“The best thing about it was
we had so much more time,”
Sanders said of the band’s CD
project. “With the EP, it was
really kind of rushed. (It was)
just like the first six songs we
wrote, we recorded.

“We didn’t have a lot of time
in the studio. Like the entire
EP, I think we recorded it in
one week.”
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For “A Lesson in Roman-
tics,” the band had an entire
month for songwriting, then a
month in the studio. The result
is a more cohesive CD, with
catchy pop-rock songs that
even Sanders admits prompted
comparisons to groups such as
Fall Out Boy and Jimmy Eat
World.

Fortunately, on songs such -
as “Black Cat” and “Cham-
pagne’s for Celebrating (I'll
Have a Martini),” the group
crafted guitar riffs and vocal
melodies that are clever and
memorable enough to stand
above much of the music of
like-minded bands.




