








That EP sold an impressive 20,000 copies, many of them in the parking
lots of Warped, and propelled Mayday Parade to the forefront of alterna-

“It's definitely a stressful tour to play because it’s so big and so hot, but
it's incredible to be out there with all of those bands now and all of those

Formed in the winter ot 2005, the quintet’s rapid rise in the industry is
attributed much to their hard work. Few bands have the ¢uts to put it all
on the line for a make-or-break surmmer like theirs. Honestly, throw on the
headphones and few bands are like Mayday Parade.

The combination of Kid Named Chicago and Defining Moment. two local
Tallahassee bands, Sanders, guitarist Alex Garcia, drummer Jake Eun-
drick, bassist Jeremy Lenzo. and guitarist Brook 3etts ware focused from
the get-go.

“Both of the bands were really serious in the fact that ve hoth knew this
was whai we wanted to do for a life, but different things were holding us
back,” said Sanders. “Some of the guys in thc other bands have wives
and kids and jobs and really weren't into going on tour. So we decided to
take the best from both and make onc great band.”
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It has all the heartfelt, smart lyrics of a Dashboard
Confessional. It's unapologetically powerful emo. Thzi's right.

Like Odom and Mount’s previous work with the likes of Cartel and All Time Low,
this CD is the most professional of professionial. It has the flow and roller-coaster
pace like Cartel’'s “Chroma,” making it a really {un listen,

The first thing that catches your ear wh=n you put on the album is the incredible
vocals of Sanders.

“I never took lessons or anything like that, but when | was in seventh grade,
when Brooks [Setts] and | st=red thai band, | sang for ihat and have sang for
a hunch of bands since. | did teke chorus a little bit in high school, but that's
antirely difforent,” said Sandars. “I gon’t know that it's necessarily anything |
did, like ho.v guitarists sit around and play to get beiier, | just think it's because
I dia it a lot.

The tracks’ titles are hilarious and remind me of the early creativity of Fall Qut
Bov. S=22: “I'd Hatc to Be You ./hzn Paople Find Out What This Song Is About”
or “Champigne’s for Celebraiing (Il Have a Martini.”

My personal avorile is “Black
picture-perfrct love siory in the
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intro. Sanders’ slow, matnodic
angry scream. lt's iremendous.
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The ultra personal “Miserable at Best” (Katie, don't cry | know’ you're trying your
harclest’ and the hardest patt is letiing go/ of the nights v2 sharzd: is ¢n awe-
som= piano love song It slovis down the album afer the fast, heavy riythms
of the beginning. For those oi you recently heartbroken, lot “Miscrable ot Best”
ulira-emo mix t2ne you send to your ex. “I] can live withioui you but” \iihout you
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Mayday Parade on “Punk Goes 2000s.” They're destined
to be huge and when they are, you can tell people, “Oh
yeah, we go way back.”







