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“MELODY ALWAYS comes first. It all starts there. That’s what always grabs me, that’s what pulls me in. If I don’t hear it, I’m not interested.” So speaks 25-year-old Ty Vaughn, singer, guitarist and songwriter for the newest recruits of Adeline Records, co-owned by one Billie Joe Armstrong of Green Day. Ty’s talking about the moment of inspiration, the moment a song presents itself to him. “Usually, I’ll just be by myself somewhere and a melody will come to me. Once I’ve got that, then I know a song will come.” And those songs are built on instant choruses, on quick pop-punk turns and brilliant, energetic chords. It’s music that Ty says he wants to sound natural but also music that he wants people to engage with, to be able to absorb with ease. In the case of their self-titled debut album: mission accomplished.

TY KNEW he wanted to play music at age nine. It was then that he first picked up the guitar. Soon after, at a Little League game in his home town of Rainer, Oregon, he met the person who would become his musical foil. Back then, Broadway Calls’ drummer Josh Baird was a nascent guitarist too and, instantly, a shared bond was found. From there, they progressed through various bands at school, “playing mainstream stuff like Green Day and Nirvana,” explains Ty. “From that, we started getting into more underground stuff. First it would be bands like NOFX and Pennywise and then we’d listen to anything on Lookout Records.” 

IT LEFT them with a decision to make at the end of high school – to continue playing music, or to pack it in and go to college. They chose music. Countdown To Life was their first foray in a touring band. Josh had moved to drums, Ty was playing guitar and, alongside a singer and a bassist, they unleashed a primal hardcore that earned them a considerable local reputation. But it was only out-of town, when on the road, that both Ty and Josh found their home. And though their road time was limited, it proved the basis of what was to come.

“JOSH WAS booking the tours himself, so we ended up only ever playing in the western half of the United States but we loved it so much,” says Ty. “Now, we’re pretty much always gone! That’s exactly how we want it. We feel more at home in our van than we do anywhere else. When we’re actually at home, we’re just anxious to get back out there.” It was, in fact, touring that split Countdown To Life. Ty and Josh wanted more; the others were not so keen. Which was when Broadway Calls burst into life. “I said to Josh, ‘Why don’t we start a band that sounds nothing like Countdown To Life, then we can tour when Countdown can’t’,” explains Ty. “I thought it would be fun because we could tour all the time and play a different kind of music. In the end, it pretty much took over.”

IT WAS in listening to bands like Alkaline Trio, Green Day and Hot Water Music that Ty found his inspiration as he and Josh sat down to write riffs together. With bassist Matt Koenig on board, they set about doing what they do best – hitting the road. “I love it out there,” smiles Ty. “When kids know who we are, it’s really fun. Everyone’s singing. When we’re the odd ones out on the bill, or if no-one knows who we are, then we just give it all we can. We just go out and play. We’ll play five songs in a row, stop to tune our guitars and start again. I’m not much of a public speaker; it’s more about showing the crowd what we’ve got. The songs are really all we have; we live and die by them.”

AND WHILE not much of a talker on stage, it’s in his lyrics that Ty expresses himself. Songs about love, loss, friends and relationships are what drive Broadway Calls on but there’s frequently more that just that too. “The majority is based on my experiences. A lot of the personal songs are about things that are really important to me,” he says. “The songs are about me, or what close friends have been through recently. Some of our record is about life on the road, about the different friends you meet out on tour and what you miss back home. There is some social commentary on there too.” It’s here that Ty is cagey. Unwilling to paint himself as the preachy frontman or the overbearing singer, he’s keen to explain that, “there are just a few things I don’t feel are right and I try to address them. I don’t want to sound like I know everything because I don’t. I’m just trying to get some of my opinions out there. I don’t have the answers but it’s worth asking the questions.”

THIS YEAR will provide Ty and Broadway Calls have ample opportunity to do exactly that. He estimates that he, Josh and Matt will probably spend no more than a month sleeping in their own beds. The rest of their time will be consumed with doing exactly the thing that makes them most happy: touring. First are appearances at the UK’s Give It A Name festival, then comes a jaunt across Europe with All Time Low, before the band joins the Warped Tour for the first time, to trek across America. “Man, it’s going to be awesome,” says Ty. “It feels like things are just going so well at the moment. Certainly the rest of the year looks amazing. It’s never been that way before. Everything just feels so right.” 

Ty Vaughn – guitar and vocals; Matt Koenig – bass; Josh Baird – drums

For more information contact Andrew Steinthal at East West andrew.steinthal@wmg.com / (212) 707-3086
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