





REVOLVER Your last album, Alpha, was released only a year ago. How
does Chapter Vil: Hope & Sorrow differ from its predecessor?
MORGAN ROSE 't's no* Su'te gs pissec =7 | hata to admit it, but more than
anvthing else, A,pha was an aburr about e, | was going through a real
rough “ime, and e onlv way | seemea ¢ be able to function was to write
about :t. Sc i conveyec! those ,vorcs T Lajon, and he got it across on the
record. | was lucky that he was oper i doing that. This time was different,
though it was actualiy a lot more chellenging. | found that lyrically it was
harder to write about the gocd thiras in 'ifa than to just spill my guts on
naner about all the shit I've been titzhing akoL:: for so long.

LAJON WITHERSPOON The songs or the = bui are still pretty aggressive, but
we also weren't afraid to tap into...nct ol softer side, but our more musi-
cal side, Plus, we were &ble o bring i soma frierds to heln us cut. We
have tnree special guests i 4his raccrd, ‘which is Ziraat.

No doubt the guest that will raise the most eyebrows is former Ameri-
can Idol contestant Chris Daughtry, who contributes vocals to the song
“The Past.” How did he get involved with you guys?
WITHERSPOON Clris has »eer) a tan 3¢ the band for a 'ong time. Years age he
actua’iv paid 3100 12 see “is oper for Creec— e Jidn": have enougl cicut
back trer to put Fi on the st But we used o get messages fom [is
samp that he werted to meet s, anc sventualy we got logether 27d Hit it
off really vsell. He's & wonzierful guy 2ndlz great s'"ﬁ' Asforzny ackiasr
we micht get for wiorking wit Fzve beer doi
far toc/lzng to worr: 136 vears oid, | have
one dzughter and ant oina stress that kind
cf suff
ROSE The mifiLte that we discu
g:rhc get fucking crusiazl i this pelore anvbody hiszrs ore lick chithe
song.” 5i for enyche wag i t's (e, “Selling out
4z fucking ‘whe? fpeor'e they're all [ust
= dowrlsaa the [1ck 50 whatsliie hanguo?

i *h«ng foh "‘:e ATV E

The other guests on the record are Alter Bridge guitarist Mark
Tremonti and singer Myles Kennedy, who appear, respectively, on the
songs “Hope" and “Sorrow.” You tock those two songs together for
the album fitle. Why?
wrmmsmoul “~vasn't 30 rruck
i ihe worids fyere ’BF"

3ec; 56 of trie 837153 theraaives —113 [Lst
g. Tnat's e stcr of our (e 83 3 band.

2 cf bac! o ihare s ahvavs heen fiope
shat ve continie to ba gk
| peunie thet have gre

share cur 3zall usizwvith the beau

3¢ the ye2rs,

The “bad stuft” you've experienced as a band has been pretty well
chronicled: At one point you guys were close to bankruptcy as a
msu&,t.of bad busmess dealings.

-us'ness end of ite band, | beliave it was [Staind

o first brought i to my attenticn a few years back.
i~ he'd be like, “Men, *'s ridiculous what's

=T

g Elris of the tecord | seid, “vWe're

rappened to you guys.” &nd l'd be like. “**hats hatpered to us? We have
three gold records, \ve've meking good ey, wve're totring the world,
we've got homes and cars, what's the prcbiem?” £And ther [ saw the size of
his house and the model of his car and | got . | Lnderstooid what he meart
whern he said things like, “Dude, everybody that’s openad for you cr ‘our
can it yeur house inside their garage!” But to tell ve ! *he Ut as a bend
itrea’ didr't bothar us too much at first. But then 2 s%arted watciing all
these cther groups pass us by and realized we hac some baz representa-
tian and bad business people around us, and it just became this thing.
WITHERSPOON It took us vears to get our shit in order. BecaLse at the negin-
ming we ‘were jiist artists, you know? We werer't busiressimien, You thisw
a barnicl cut on the road, give them their firs: tour bus, and @i; them iney'ie
"ra be away! from home for a vear, 2hd that's a!l thev're gorna concern
BW i cmgrt Je i, 25d eventuaw we radic start

ars ‘were 3oing, At the 2na of a tour
 tig kouses. and wwe gach fad. (ike, a T-shirt

peczie grourns Us viere bu
ant 2 Chic-o-stick!

Speaking of tours, you were initially slated to be part of this sum-
mer's Rockstar Energy Mayhem festival, but recently pulled out.
ROSE e wc iid" ez ea ta beon tnm tour, but plain ard simsle, we

ccuj_ sg howw mich meney we
nere - ‘e ay the numbers didn't make any
¢ Viechine Lead’s gear far every show,

senss. ‘r
nUE cring apy sulfcases because
e be alkle 40 pay our bills at
* 3¢ that vas the hottom line. We
; irg v kid end my wife live
7 go do scrne shows.,

ard say. " T they “ad given us more
out that's the damn ticket right
e wouid have veen zb'e to de it.

‘e erd or th
wielidive
cithei=tr

“nat wa vere oJDCDSB tc pe
a/s ceen &l abotlt 1ef; furns,
nat es lanig es we're able to affsct
hioping their asses onstage Wit gras:
rg's @ st {itVB commMuUnit 4 :
rowd'thnat colmes It 10 s56 U5 m: r""**'-w awhel sl 7
. Andwe'll keep plaving shows éns making albime as lorg as
ths peogle ‘warnt

Given what you've experienced throughout your career, do you feel at all
like elder statesmen of this generation of metal bands?
WITHERSPOON - |i7tle b'i, and thai's TK. | iinza (ks &8
03CELsR You know what? ‘We're still cool, Ve geit
our thing. ¥We don't have a gimmiclk, ‘we doni
jus a bunch of guvs who like to jar hezy ant =
rc roll. We got soul, man! ricsARD BIENSTOCK




