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f you set foot on the Warped Tour festival
ound last summer, you saw it: The four
nembers of All Time Loww proudly
tanding in tighty-whities on a poster
tising their new record. If you've

- been to their MySpace
page, you've seen the
other one of the group
nestled around each
other on the ground in
their underwear, each
_sucking on a peeled
 banana, But while they

heir skivvies (enough
that Rian Dawson’'s

was actually gay), All
Time Low aren’t the
first to pose in such a
- scantily clad fashion.
All Time Low’s idols,

_ Blink-182, are

the most obvious comparison, with their
mous running-naked video for “What’s

vy Age Again?”. “We saw how much fun

e, ‘Why can't we have that much fun?”
 The Red Hot Chili Peppers
so gained notoriety for donning single

and onstage, and according to Alex
askarth, “looked phenomenal” doing it.

:ompetition from Chiodos when they
graced the cover of AP in October. “Chiodos
pped us off,” Gaskarth says good-
aturedly. “The next article is going to be
them fighting us to the death in a gladiator
ring.” | L ;
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ertainly looked good in

mother asked him if he

they were having,” Dawson notes, "We were

ocks on their private parts in photographs

Aecently, though, ATL saw some half-naked

“[The Urethra Chronicles]
inspired this band, basically,’
Gaskarth says, referencing the
Blink DVD. “There are too many
bands out there taking themselves
too seriously, and we wanted
to break that mold. | think that
philosophy died a little bit in the
past five years. Whatever kind of
music you're playing, there's no
reason to be too serious. | mean,
everyone rips off Blink. | don't think
we've ripped off Blink anymore
than anyone else did. We don’t
sound like them. We just act like
douchebags and so did they.
We're ourselves onstage. | think
I'm still going to make dick jokes
when I'm 607

A summer spent on Warped Tour and
subsequent tours with Boys Like Girls, Cute
Is What We Aim For and Mayday Parade have
been key in encouraging the band's onstage
antics, seeing the band members claim to be
horrible musicians. Merrick still takes bass lessons
whenever the band are home. Barakat furthers
this claim with his notion that “the worse you
are with your instrument, the harder you have
to work to write good songs," suggesting why
So Wrong, It's Right garnered positive critical
response and massive fan reaction. The group are
completely cool with the fact that on a daily basis,
far more attention is paid to keeping up with TV
shows (Heroes and Entourage, specifically) and
conquering video . games like Halo and Rock Band
(Gaskarth and Barakat's fake band,
Salt Horse Razor, already have a
jet) than penning new songs. The
group’s subsequent album is barely
a glimmer in their minds since they
have only recently gotten into the
groove of playing the tracks from
So Wrong.

“It was kind of bad timing
because our record came out
at the end of Warped Tour and
immediately after that we were
still touring. We never really had a
chance to practice the new songs
to play them live" Gaskarth says.
“[Through the winter tours], we
were forced to do this mash-up of
songs we could play from the new
record and old stuff. It's not until
recently that we got to practice
everything and now we get to pick
and choose what we play”

“We also don't sit in the back
of the bus and write songs on tour,”
Dawson adds.

“I think we write best under
pressure” Gaskarth continues. “All
of us write separately. I'm always

w

writing lyrics, but when it comes down to it, the
majority of songs happen when we know we have
to write for a record or something. ‘Oh, we're
recording tomorrow? We've got, like, 20 songs to
write!’ To be honest, our CD is still a new release.
We spent a lot of time and stress on it, so | think
we're all relieved just to be able to tour on it and
just worry about playing the songs well and that
people dig the CD”

The recent attention lavished on So Wrong
by an ever-growing fanbase proves that people
do, in fact, “dig it” So much so that when All
Time Low's video for "Six Feet Under The Stars”
was played on the fan-submitted Jukebox feature
of MTV's TRL in November, it spawned overly
dramatic threads on the band's message board,
many of which, naturally, cried “sellout” In response,
Gaskarth, who frequently posts self-recorded video
blogs on the band's MySpace page and YouTube
channel, tackled the topic publicly, asking fans what
selling out actually means and commenting how
he's “not getting paid”

“It wasn't quite as serious as it played out to
be;" Gaskarth explains. “We were played on this
user-requested video thing on TRL and from that,
people were upset. It bums me out that people
throw the word ‘sellout’ around. If we had started
out as some kind of preachy punk band who were
anti-government, anti-system, anti-label and then
we suddenly signed to a label and got on TRL and
stuff, | guess that would be selling out. But we've
never been a band like that”

They still aren't. Instead, All Time Low will go
down in history as the band whose interview had
to conclude when Dawson revealed Gaskarth to
be a Jedi, prompting Barakat to instruct Gaskarth
to put his lightsaber in his mouth. Instead,
Gaskarth inserted AP's tape recorder into his face
more ravenously than the two pieces of pizza he'd
already consumed.

“Do you want one serious quote?” he asks,
after returning the tape recorder to the table and
loudly announcing he hopes he hasn't contracted
mouth herpes. “The one serious quote of this entire
article: ‘Thank you for helping us be here!”




I'was in Chapters at the mall with two of my friends
when | spotted AP 237.1 with All Time Low on the
cover. | screamed so loud that some lady came
over and asked it | was okay, but of course | wasn't
okay—my heart had just stopped because my
favorite magazine had my all-time tavorite band
gracing the cover. | have been a huge fan of ATL
since the beginning, and | want to thank you for
putting ATL on the cover and for writing a kickbutt
story on them: they deserve recognition for all
the hard work they do to make 14-year-old girls
like me scream their heads off at random times
in the middle of big stores. This issue is greatly
appreciated—so much so that I'm buying an exira
copy: one to frame and one to drool over.
KIERA MELNYK
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

TWIE LOW DESERVE RE COBNITION

HEY DO T0 MAKE 14-YEAR-OLD GIRLS SCREAM

I recently received my copy ot AP 237.1, and | really
enjoyed it—until I got to All Time Low's article in the
100 Bands You Need To Know In 2008 feature. | just
can't seem to understand why the decision was made
to publish the article when a very similar one about
them was In AP 232. You'd think we'd get it already—
they're just another pop-punk band who refuse to

take themselves too seriously. Instead of wasting five
pages on virtually recycled material, why didn't you use
them to introduce readers to another band who's on
the rise?

MATT GOLDEN
Yakima, WA

The day that | got AP's annual 100 Bands You
Need To Know issue [AP 237.2], a part of my life
was complete. You finally put my favorite band, the
Matches, on the cover of your amazing magazine. |
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was so excited! The Matches' music has helped me
through a lot since | first saw them in 2004. They are
an amazing and unique band who deserve the glory.
Thanks for being the magazine that noticed!
BRITNEY COCHRAN
Lexington, OH

It was so awesome seeing the Rocket Summer on
the cover ot 237.3. it made me so happy to see Bryce
Avary getting the recognition he deserves. Just the
thought of his face being plastered on the cover of AP
made me smile,
HANNAH WOHLWEND
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Bryce Avary 1s that guy. The guy who people erther love
or hate. The first time | ever heard a Rocket Summer
song was during the 2007 Sleeping With Giants Tour
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