[ T@IA<

_ Whispers of &cS:SQ gossip and
naive pleas of young romance echoed
throughout the West Plaza of the Student
Union Building Friday evening,

It was the night of the Rock the Plaza
congert — hosted by the Texas Tech
Activities Board — and it drew out quite
a large crowd, much to TAB's pleasure.
Disappointingly, that crowd was largely
one-sided.

Rock the Plaza was more like a festival
for freshmen.
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Weekend festivities

Young students were dressed in their
coolest rock-and-roll attire, making sure
they fit in with the bands —some of them

VOCALIST DEREK SANDERS and guitarist Brooks Betts of Mayday
Parade perform in the plaza outside of the SUB, Friday evening.
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obviously trying harder than normal.
They were singing along with the bands
and cheering with everything they had
i them.

The hired artists had a large fan base
present in the West Plaza, including a
young man wearing red, ass-cheek show-
ing shorts with the words “Boys Cry”
printed across them. There is no doubt
that this event was highly anticipated,
and these bands did the job they were
hired to do: entertain.

Eric Ng — winner of the TAB spon-
sored song writing contest — kicked off
the show after some technical difficulries
with the sound were fixed. Following Ng
were My American Hearr, Mayday Pa-
rade — AP Magazine’s most anticipated
album of the year — and This Provi-
dence. P'm not sure it was the music that
really got students going, though.

Free food, free drinks, free music
and free T-shirts were given away by
TAB — explaining the overtly younger
crowd and the ridiculous lines in which
they waited — but who could blame
them? We've all been there, and many
of us still are.

Many of us, however, became tired of
aiveaways after that first year of college.
It was more amusing to watch the lines
for free stuff grow exponentially by the
minute than anything else present.

Members from all over the Lubbock
gommunity came out to watch the show.
Another good portion of the fans was
people who probably weren’t even in
¢ollege yet.

parking lot. It was a great means of pro-
moting camaraderie on campus. Parents, |
children, policemen and teenagers alike |
joined the underclassmen, but where
were all of the upperclassmen Friday?

They were somewhere where they
didn’t feel so old.

While it’s great that Tech allowed a
rumored $10,000 budget for the event, it
seems that if the idea was to keep students
and their families interested in and enter-
tained by the university, the university
should immerse the community in the -
culture prevalent hese, since this is where |
the students will live out the next four o
five years of their lives. .

Embrace the culture, instead of
bringing in bands that target a one-sided |
crowd. Consider the demographics.

This is the sort of event the admin-
istrators should have been hiring local
artists to do. Help our city flourish ar all
times of the year, not just for one night
by bringing in big names. ,

That is, after all, what the upperclass-
men were found doing Friday. A number
of Tech students turned out for the Pre-
4/20 Block Party in the Depot District to
support local bands. Many had seen their
shows times before, but students found
that it was Fatty Lumpkin, the Architexts
and special guests Qwiksand that were
hot in Lubbock that evening.

Depot alley was blocked off, allowing
an entrance through Shooterz or Melt.
J&M barbecue catered the event, and the

availability of alcohol was largely part of
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what made it successful.

Captain Morgan and the Captain
Morgan girls made an appearance, as

pull crowds of

Parents dropped their kids off in the |

freshmen

Rock the Plaza and the Block Party
were both successes — in different ways
—but, all inall, Lubback was once mma:

well. Girls on Heelys wheeled around in ~ split Friday night:

front of the stage, and some partygoers # Chelsea Roe The DT's ..::m_o |
were hypnotized by the sotnd of the eritic. E-mail her at

saxophone. chelsea.l.roe@ttu.edu. \A
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