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“This was one of the Melbourne gigs,” says
Joannou. “We genuinely are enjoying playing live
and being in a band together again - more than -
ever before. It's more of an acceptance thing now
and about embracing it. Something definitely
clicked from the moment we did waveAid. We're
just older and wiser and more comfortable”
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of reconciliation

|SILVERCHAIR ||

T WAS A WATERSHED YEAR IN AUSTRALIAN POLITICS. NOT
only did we get a new Prime Minister, we also witnessed a
political rock tour of the grandest proportions. Silverchair and
Powderfinger teamed up for a sold-out, two-month, 29-show,
climate-friendly national tour. And it was all done in the name
s “That whole Across the Great Divide Tour

was just really special to all of us. Getting out to all those rural venues
was something we hadn’t experienced before,” reflects Silverchair’s
Chris Joannou. “The city shows were great and the audiences were
amazing, but a lot of those smaller towns we went to had a different
<ind of appreciation. Places like Mildura and Darwin don’t get that
much so there’s a certain level of gratefulness that you’re playing in

their town.”

sand, one that was highlighted by a few
new records. Their return album Young
Modern—their first since 2002’s Diorama
- debuted at Number One, giving them
nore home-turf chart toppers than
iny other Australian band (their five
clipsing Midnight Oil's four). Then
heir sweep at the ARIAs put them
thead of John Farnham’s eighteen
wards, making them the event’s most
successful artists ever. While Joannou
:ould well count those as highlights, he’s
aappier to speak about the Powderchair
sour, which saw Silverchair perform
‘or over 220,000 fans.

While fans could simply rejoice in
the experience of such a juggernaut
event, it was the message it carried
that remained central for the bands: to
bring awareness to the problems that
indigenous Australians continue to
face. Mission accomplished?

M “Dan is trying to master the art of the
black eye ... although he has given himself
some genuine ones by bashing his guitar
on his head. He got a corker the other
night actually.” B “Ben and I looking very
serious at a photo shoot, obviously trying
to look model-like. | was really hung over.”

The tour topped a massive comeback year for the

“We  definitely helped spread
that word and bring it to people’s
attention, and that’s half the battle,”
says Joannou. “The people from
reconcile.org.au were over the moon
from the response they were getting
and how far the tour had reached.

“To be able to put a great message
out there was something special for us.
The elders we spoke to just want to be
heard. I don’t think a lot of them know
a lot about our music or who we are.
But the fact wre were taking the time to
spread their message and story, I think
they found respect in that.”
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“That’s a little in-joke we have between us and Paul. We joke about him being
 Yoko Ono of this band, so it was kind of funny when he found that shirt one
. | was like, ‘You've got to wear it.” It was his birthday and the cheeseburgers
re all for him. I think the Powderfinger guys organised all the burgers. It was
ig night. We had a few drinks in Melbourne.” &1 “We were just hanging out
kstage . .. we're all funny guys! It’s Dan doing a casual cabaret thing. | think

e people write him off as this really serious, dark character, but he’s actually
this wicked sense of humour and he’s pretty light-hearted most of the time.”

here’s kind of a three-part outro to ‘If You Keep Losing Sleep’ and, | don’t know

he does it, but he lands perfectly on his back on that piano as part of it. It's
the most stable piano either ... but there have been no injuries to report yet.”

e’re pretty exhausted when we
come off stage. Everyone piits in
everything, but we're wide awake
until three or four in the moing,
so it’s all fun and games”
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