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By Jordana Borensztajn
When Luis Dubuc cites

Steve Urkel and Laura
Winslow from Family Matters
as inspiration for some of the
tracks on The Secret
Handshake’s newest delivery,
it’s a pretty good indication
that fans will be in for quite a
ride.

Dubuc, the mastermind behind the
one-man electro pop group says he
has largely drawn on the ‘90s as
inspiration for the band’s newest delivery,
My Name Up In Lights.Exploring love
and schoolboy issues in a cheeky,
innocent and unsuspecting manner,
Dubuc takes The Aquarian behind the
scenes and discusses the making of
his new record, which reached number
17 on the Billboard Heatseekers chart.
II  bbeelliieevvee  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  yyoouurr  ffiirrsstt  rreeccoorrdd
wwaass  aa  bbiitt  ooff  aa  mmeessss,,  rriigghhtt??

Yeah, totally. When you first make
a record, it’s hard to believe that there
are songs that might not fit. You just
want to put them all on there, for some
reason. I think it’s a good record, and
I’m proud of it but it’s definitely a little
bit of a mess. The new one is a lot more
one-directional.
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  ssoorrtt  ooff  ddiirreeccttiioonn  iiss  tthhaatt??

I would say more upbeat. It’s way
more upbeat, way more straightforward.
It’s still electronic at times but it’s not
electronic to be electronic, it’s more like,
if it calls for it, you know.
YYoouu  ddrraaww  aa  lloott  oonn  tthhee  ‘‘9900ss——
TTVV  sshhoowwss  aanndd  mmoovviieess..
WWhhyy  ddiidd  yyoouu  ddeecciiddee  ttoo
ddoo  tthhaatt??

It’s just what I
was into when
I was growing
up. When I
moved to

Canada from Venezuela, Spanish was
my first language. I couldn’t speak
English and I learned to speak English
from watching television. I grew up
watching Bob Barker on TV and my
mom said one of the first things I ever
said in English was ‘A new car.’ That
was a really good part of my life, and
I felt like it would be something that a
lot of people maybe could relate to,
especially a lot of my fans.
DDiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  ‘‘aa  nneeww  ccaarr’’  ffrroomm  NNiigghhtt
RRiiddeerr??

Bob Barker says ‘A new
car.’ But I definitely loved
Night Rider.
WWhhaatt   ootthheerr  TTVV
sshhoowwss  hhaavvee
iinnssppiirreedd  yyoouu??

I would say
Family Matters
and all the ‘80s
Eddie Murphy
movies, like
Trading Places and
Coming To America. A
lot of music in these movies,
the music from Bevery Hills Cop, and
all the background music, as well as
the music from the original Transformers
record—all of that totally influenced my
record.
YYoouu’’vvee  ggoott  aa  lloott
ooff

sscchhoooollbbooyy  tthheemmeess  aanndd  tthheemmeess  aabboouutt
lloovvee..  IItt’’ss  aa  vveerryy  hhaappppyy--ggoo--lluucckkyy  kkiinndd
ooff  rreeccoorrdd..  AArree  yyoouu  aa  hhaappppyy--ggoo--
lluucckkyy  gguuyy??

I think I am. I feel like the last
record maybe I wasn’t. And I got
engaged and I have a fiancé and
we’re getting married soon, and
all that kind of played into the
theme of the record.
II  rreeaadd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt  bbeelliieevvee
oonn  ddrraawwiinngg  oonn  hhaarrddsshhiipp  oorr  ppaaiinn

ttoo  mmaakkee  mmuussiicc..  II tt’’ss  mmuucchh
mmoorree  ooff  aa  ppoossiittiivvee

tthhiinngg  ffoorr  yyoouu??
Yeah,

definitely. I feel
like music
should be an
escape for
people—I just
wanted to make

music for people
to feel positive and

have a great time. My
record is more of a

driving record for a sunny day.
SSoo  yyoouu  rreeccoorrddeedd  aanndd  pprroodduucceedd  tthhiiss
oonnee  aallll  oonn  yyoouurr  oowwnn??

Yep, I did it at home.
WWhhyy  ddiidd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  ttoo  ddoo  iitt  tthhaatt  wwaayy??

When it came to time to do
the last record,

I didn’t

feel
like the
songs were
really done—
and this way there was
no rush. I got to do it on my
own time and work when I wanted to
work. That was really good because I
got to work on the songs a bit more
instead of just recording.
WWaass  iitt  hhaarrdd  ttoo  ttaakkee  iitt  aallll  oonn  oonn  yyoouurr
oowwnn??

It was definitely a bit scary at first
and a bit daunting for me. I was like,

‘Oh geez, I really hope I can
do this. I really hope I can

finish this, and prove
everyone wrong,’

because I think a
lot of people

thought I
couldn’t do

it. And
it’s all

worth
it now that I look

back. I think, ‘Yeah I made that record
myself,’ and I feel like it was completely
me. There was nobody else on it.
AArree   yyoouu  bbyy  aannyy  cchhaannccee  aa
ppeerrffeeccttiioonniisstt  oorr  ccoonnttrrooll  ffrreeaakk??  DDooeess
tthhaatt  hhaavvee  aannyytthhiinngg  ttoo  ddoo  wwiitthh  wwhhyy
yyoouu  ddiidd  tthhiiss  oonn  yyoouurr  oowwnn??

(Laughs) I would say maybe a lot of
that goes into being in a one-man band.
I just want it to be my vision. I have a
way that I want it to sound and I don’t
want to compromise that in any way.
When I did the last record, I had a
producer who was like, ‘I don’t really
like that,’ or, ‘I don’t really feel that.’ I
just wanted to do it and that would be
that—no doubts about it.
HHooww  mmuucchh  ooff   aann  iinnff lluueennccee  dd iidd
ggrroowwiinngg  uupp  iinn  VVeenneezzuueellaa  hhaavvee  oonn
yyoouurr  lliiffee  oorr  yyoouurr  mmuussiicc??

I’ve come to appreciate things more.
I don’t know if this is any indication but
I’ll give you an example. When I was
a young boy we lived in a small village
and I once fell in a well and one of the
neighbours had to rescue me out. And
to go from that, to like, touring the world
and playing music for a living, it definitely
is different. You appreciate it.
DDoo  yyoouu  oofftteenn  ppiinncchh  yyoouurrsseellff   aanndd
tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  hhooww  lluucckkyy  yyoouu  aarree??

I try to, you know. It’s hard to keep
it all in perspective sometimes, but I
try.
WWhhaatt  ssoorrtt  ooff  sshhooww  wwiillll  yyoouu  bbee  ppuuttttiinngg
oonn  ffoorr  ffaannss??

It’s an actual ‘show.’ We have a
massive light show, it’s really awesome.
It’ll be along the lines of a Kanye West
type of spectacle.
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MUSIC
FOR A 
SUNNY
DAY

I GREW 
UP WATCHING 

BOB BARKER ON TV 
AND MY MOM SAID ONE 
OF THE FIRST THINGS I
EVER SAID IN ENGLISH 

WAS ‘A NEW CAR.’ 
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