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Songwriter Matt Duke Channels Updike

by Features Intern February 20, 2009 
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Matt Duke, 24, a singer-songwriter from South Jersey, combines jazz, folk, pop, and progressive rock in his sound. Initially picking up his mother's guitar "solely for the purpose of getting girls," Matt now writes less about relationships and more on the idea of spiritual unrest and life's greater struggles.  
 
Matt says he is greatly inspired by the works of John Updike, the late American novelist famous for his work in The Rabbit series. In honor of Updike's recent passing, Matt is offering a free download of his song "Rabbit".  
 
Teen Vogue asked Matt what inspired him to write "Rabbit" originally:
 
"As I sat down at my desk with a guitar in hand, I looked at my bookcase and caught a glimpse of the "Rabbit, Run" title on the spine of the book--that was the beginning and end of it for me.  It was as if memories from the past coupled with ones I could clearly remember of Harry Angstrom's took hold of my subconscious."
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"John Updike is one of only a few writers that have ever had such a profound impact on my life, let alone my career in songwriting. For all of his contributions and what he has meant to the world of arts and literature he will be sorely missed; for what his writing has meant to me personally, he is irreplaceable."
 
According to Matt, the message of "Rabbit" and John Updike's novel "Rabbit, Run" is about how even when life is tough and unforgiving; it's really just a matter of how you cope.
 
Take a listen to Matt Duke's "Rabbit" here.  
 
Want to hear more from Matt?  Visit his website at mattdukemusic.net 

Thanks Matt! 

--Kate Branch 
