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Drawing from the

strength of women

Southern songwriter
Allison Moorer turns
to others for simple
but deep material,

By HoLLY GLEASON
Special to The Times

NASHVILIE — There is
something so quiet about Alli-
son Moorer, you almost don’t
notice the etheveal beauty in

«the delicate black sHk bloyse
and tumble of strawberry col-
ored hair tucked into a booth in
a restaurant here. Her por-
celain complexion, sophisticat-
edly minimal accessories and

chic knee-high boots set her-

apart from the mere mortals
crawling the mid-Tennessee
mall, yet Moorer, 35, remains
most definifely a daughter of
the South.

- Deception isn't something
the. Alabama-bom songwriter
deals in, yet like the many coit-
trasts of her life story, it's what

makes her art so compelling. .
Take - “Mockingbird,”  her-

Buddy Miller-produced album,
due Tuesday and featuring
songs written by an eclectic fe-
male coterie: It was those con-
trasts that drew her to it.

“T'he running thread — and
I didn’t notice it initially - is

) - THOMAS PETILLO
‘MOCEKINGBIRD?’: Allison
. Moorer did the album in three
days at a producer’s home.

strength,” she says of the proj-
ect that veers from her nor-
mally soul-scraping introspee-
tion. “Front to back, really,
that’s it. Even if they’re not hit-
ting you over the head, they're
all strong and coming from a
very worldly place, yet the lan-
guage remains feminine.

“I really learned that sim-
plicity is best 97% of the time.
These songs are deep while not
sounding contrived and over-

[See Moorer, Page E14]
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