For Immediate Release:
SAM & RUBY 

NAMED SIRIUS-XM’S “COFFEE HOUSE SINGER-SONGWRITER 

DISCOVERY OF THE YEAR”
NEW SINGLE “I CAN’T STOP LOVIN YOU”DUE FEBRUARY 9,

FEBRUARY 23 DIGITAL RELEASE OF ‘PRESS ON’ EP TO FOLLOW
SAM & RUBY’s 2010 kicked off in grand fashion with the Nashville-based duo just named as Sirius-XM’s “Coffee House Singer-Songwriter Discovery Of The Year.”  Beyond a live performance for the channel, this win earns SAM & RUBY an opening slot for the Indigo Girls.  The news came to SAM & RUBY as they prepared for last week’s performance--their Sundance debut--as part of ASCAP’s Music Café at the annual film festival.  

This month, the Grammy-nominated duo will release a new single and EP on Ryko.  First up is the February 9 digital release of “I Can’t Stop Lovin You,” their interpretation of the Ray Charles classic that features guest vocals from Flynn.  It will be followed by the February 23 release of the digital EP PRESS ON.  The six track EP features two unreleased tracks, “I Hope You’re Well” and “Taking Memories,” and a new version of their “Never Surrender” (previously available only as an iTunes bonus track) all mixed by Ed Stasium, along with live versions--recorded for the Woodsongs Old-Time Radio Hour--of “The Here And The Now,” This I Know” and “Heaven’s My Home.”

This all follows a great 2009 with SAM & RUBY’s Ryko debut, The Here and the Now, having been chosen as one of the Associated Press’ albums of the year. As Nekesa Moody noted in her year-end AP piece: “their blend of acoustic folk, country and soul sounds homespun, as though they've been making music together for a lifetime. And they've reached near-perfection with this CD.”  

Since their 1999 meeting at a writer’s night in Nashville, Wisconsin born-and-bred SAM and the Ghana-born and Nashville-raised RUBY’s gentle blend of R&B, folk and pop earned them a 2007 Grammy nomination for their song “Heaven's My Home,” as performed by The Duhks.  In addition, an early SAM & RUBY recording of the track was featured in the film adaptation of the beloved, acclaimed best-seller, “The Secret Life of Bees.”  Previous years have seen SAM & RUBY performing at SXSW and for the past four years they’ve been featured at New Orleans’ Voodoo Experience music festival.  Last year, NPR featured them on the “Tell Me More” feature and in the fall, they hit the road with Eric Hutchinson.
SAM BROOKER and RUBY AMANFU are both accomplished artists and songwriters in their own right.  From their initial meeting, the two formed a friendship based on mutual respect for each other's music and penned their first song together, “The Here & The Now.” The two would go on to perform the song at each other's shows and the audience immediately embraced them, giving rise to the dynamic duo of SAM & RUBY. Musically their songs represent the “stuff of life.”

Here’s what some critics have said about THE HERE & THE NOW:

“Sam Brooker and Ruby Amanfu are not the likeliest of musical pairing, but together, they have discovered the power of collaboration.” 

--NPR "Tell Me More"

“Close your eyes and listen intently to the pureness and color blindness of Sam & Ruby's inspirational debut.”

--Essence.com
“a seductive little gem…sounds like a hot, lazy day whose wafting breezes carry intimations of sensuality.”

--Country Weekly (four star review)
“Truly like nothing I have ever heard...something ethereal, almost spiritual...their undeniable connection transcends their surroundings and stays with the listener.”

--Examiner.com
“Navigates a wide divide...the seductive soul…to the rootsier realms …the songs dabble in softer hues, the supple arrangements--vary the shadings and add to the allure.”
--Performing Songwriter 

“You get a sense of life... every little piece adds to the greatness of the bigger picture... never leave you wanting more except for more of Sam & Ruby themselves.”
--Beyond Race 

“...These self-professed ‘musical soul-mates’ certainly make a one-of-a-kind pair. Their song ‘Heaven’s My Home’ (featured in the film The Secret Life of Bees) stitches together folk, soul and a pinch of country in an effortlessly unique, ear-catching way. " 

--Nashville Tennessean
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