ATMOSPHERE TO RELEASE NEW STUDIO ALBUM

THE FAMILY SIGN ON RHYMESAYERS APRIL 12th


Atmosphere, the preeminent independent hip-hop duo comprised MC Slug and producer Ant, reassert their status as legends of the genre with the release of their most realized, streamlined effort to date, The Family Sign, due April 12th on Rhymesayers Entertainment. Slug and Ant have distinguished themselves from their peers by composing albums encompassing the entire spectrum of human emotion while tethering each piece to a central aural aesthetic. The Family Sign takes this philosophy to new realms of solidarity with Slug metaphorically touching on themes of fatherhood, loss, love, disappointment and jubilation and tailoring them to the instrumental frame work provided by Ant as well as keyboardist Erick Anderson and guitarist Nate Collis. Lyrically, The Family Sign is evidence that hip-hop wields the ultimate potential to discuss life's virtues and shortcomings. 
 
The Rhymesayers camp, and Atmosphere in particular, have emerged as an industry anomaly, selling over two hundred thousand copies of 2008's When Life Gives You Lemons, You Paint That Shit Gold, an accomplishment for any artist. Iconic pioneers of the new music industry model, Atmosphere regularly sell out strings of shows between albums and their 2011 itinerary is slated to include venues with capacities upwards of nine thousand. Performances of this size are, simply put, an unparalleled precedent for an independent artist.  Atmosphere have steadily looked forward and continued to retain a tremendous fan-base, finding favor in new, young listeners while their peers are mired in nostalgia and stagnancy. 
 
Slug and Ant have united a body of devoted fans that religiously subscribe to the idea that creativity, as a microcosm for life in general, is a give and take, counterbalanced and anchored by appreciation for ones friends, family, and audience. This philosophy is what The Family Sign embodies, and it's the key to the tremendous legacy that Atmosphere continues to establish.
 
"Slug has matured into one of hip-hops best performers ... Slug might sing about being scared of success but it hasn't stopped him from achieving it." - LOS ANGELES TIMES

"With passionate inflection and pristine delivery, Slug toggles neatly among the poetic, preachy, and provocative, sometimes hitting all at once." - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY
 
"A guy this talented deserves to achieve his goal to 'build a home outta syllables.'" ​- SPIN

 "In this era of the hip hop anti-hero, there's no more unlikely candidate for universal stardom in the rap game than a gangly kid from Minneapolis."  -XLR8R

"One can feel Atmosphere loosening modern hip-hop from its moorings and yanking it into some weirder and far more interesting place." -ROLLING STONE
 
 "With a mix of introspection, sarcasm and passion - when slug raps it sounds as if he is forcing sweat from his eyes - Atmosphere has never sounded as pointed and focused" -BILLBOARD MAGAZINE
 
 
 ATMOSPHERE ON FACEBOOK
 http://www.facebook.com/Atmosphere

 ATMOSPHERE ON MYSPACE
 http://www.myspace.com/atmosphere
 
RHYMESAYERS ENTERTAINMENT
 http://www.rhymesayers.com
