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AUSSIE PROGSTERS AIM FOR GOOSEBUMP:
GET BROKEN RIBS

WHY YOU SHOULD CARE Proggy rapture-rockers

Dead Letter Circus are already a sensation

in their native Australia—their debut, This

Is the Warning (Sumerian), even debuted at

No. 2 on the Australian charts underneath

Justin Bieber. Full of swirling electronic
textures and headphone-ready produc-
tion, the album takes the most ecstatic
moments of Tool or the Mars Volta and
spreads them across 53 heart-tugging
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minutes. “What do you guys call those
bumps you get on your arm when
you're having an intense moment?
‘Goosepimples’ or something?” asks
frentman Kim Benzie. “We're always
chasing the hair-standing-up-on-your-
neck thing.”

LEAP PARALYSIS The group has built their
rabid Aussie fan base thanks to massive
touring and opening arena shows far
Muse and Linkin Park. The adrenaline
of performing eventually caused Benzie
to grow into a fearless stage-diving
junkie. It was getting out of control.
As soon as we'd get to a venue, I'd be
eyeing whatever could be jumped off,"
he says. “l actually broke my ribs. | got
really drunk and did a stage dive. | hit
the crowd and white light just erupted
around me. | nearly blacked out. It
definitely slowed me down.”

AGENT SECRET MAN Before he was a soaring

space-rocker, Benzie spent three years
as a travel agent—though, he says, he
spent an estimated 80 percent of that time
daydreaming about playing music. “| basi-
cally lied my way into this job,” he says.
“| said I'd been to all these places that I'd
never been to. | just read up on the inter-
net. | hadn’t been out of the country yet!”
S0, has he finally seen these places as a
globe-trotting musician? “After this tour,
definitely.” CHRISTOPHER R. WEINGARTEN




