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Jesse Hasek — Lead Vocals
Brian Vodinh — Guitar/Drums
Ryan “Tater” Johnson — Guitar/Screams
Lewis Coshy - Bass

After a year and a half on the road touring 20 F&eding The Wolves, 10 Years reached
a turning point. It was time to move forward ankletéull control of their career by
launching their own label, Palehorse Records.dtiteon, the band decided to self-
produce their fourth albunMinus the Machine, at drummer/guitarist Brian Vodinh’s
Kashmir Recording.

Splitting up with a major label after five yearssva very scary step to take,” Hasek
admits. “It's like breaking up with a longtime dimtend. You're used to the motions, but
when it becomes stale and unhappy, you need to maad get energy back into your
life. There was no anger on either side. We justlessly parted ways.”

Working together as a band for the first time simeing the Gold-selling alburiihe
Autumn Effect helped 10 Years go back to their roots, withobelaenforced pressure to
create a radio-friendly “hit,” and free to experm&vith the hard rock sounds that lie at
the core of their music. “Our true fans who buy éteums, not just the singles,
understand that our singles, for the most partrepresent the entire album,” says Hasek.
“As a band, we like to explore more and go a lilie of center with song structures. We
wanted to create an album that has no boundandsyhere we didn’'t have to make
every song ‘three minutes and 30 seconds’ for el l@bapprove it. There’s a fine line
with that, of course, and we’re very aware of ite Al grew up on rock music, and as
many albums as we’ve written, the way we’ve writtleem, it's ingrained in us to work
within a time frame that fits radio. There are dieéily songs that work well for that, but
as a whole, we wanted this album to representragyun a sense.”

This chapter of 10 Years began in 2001, when Has@kover as vocalist. Three years
later they released their independent albkiitling All That Holds You, featuring the



groundbreaking single “Wasteland,” which led toittsggning with Universal Records.
“That song was created in 2001 or 2002,” says Hd%gk weren’t seeking to write a
smash single. We were just writing musi€tie Autumn Effect (2005) led to widespread
radio and video play, a fiercely loyal fan basej tours with heavyweights like Linkin
Park, Korn and the Deftones. When their sophomffoeteDivision, was released in
2008, 10 Years had cemented their place as onardfrbck’s top contenders and most
sought-after live bandstill, says Hasek, despite the success, “it allectora head” with
the band's 8 major label releas&eeding The Wolves. “When you feel like you're being
told to go through motions and jump through hodpskes the heart out of it,” he says.
“We know that we need a hit and we understanditisatnportant. However, as
musicians, we’re not a band that says, ‘We’re goingnake a hit.’ It's better to do what
comes naturally and then figure out the after-effec

With that in mind, 10 Years created their most pduwesongs to date fdvinus The
Machine, with Hasek again relying on personal experierigehis lyrics. [nsert

something about the songs here; reference titles and content.] “Everyone asks about my
inspiration for lyrics, and the best thing | camegthem is a very generic answer: life,” he
says. “Life is the experience — it's everything ygmuthrough: the ups, the downs. | tend
to gravitate more toward the therapy method. I'hgreat at writing happy pop songs.
So, | usually get the negative emotions out thramgisic. As a person, I'm very happy
and thankful for my life, but when it comes to bgj it's therapy for me.”

One thing that won't change is 10 Years’ connectutth their fans. With the release of
Minus The Machine, the band is looking forward to hitting the rogdyforming in close
contact with their dedicated audience. “After thstltouring cycle, we realized where we
should strive to be, and that’s to be totally finehe club environment,” says Hasek.
“We don’t plan to chase after arena rock or amm@atars. If things like that happen, then
so be it, but we live and die by the loyalty of theb audiences. Our fans are loyal. They
travel with us, and they want us to be loyal toselwes. That's what keeps them coming
back. What we tried to do on this album is reallyeghem what they want and what they
need because they’'ve been so good to us througipthand downs of our career.”

“First and foremost, when it’s all said and done;re& proud of this album in its

entirety,” he says. “That speaks volumes to us lezave’re our own worst critics. We
pick everything apart. An album is your child, iyeur baby, and you know it better than
anyone. To sit back and be 100 percent proud of whare accomplished is so
gratifying, and we think everything else will fatito place. We hope that everyone will
enjoy what we’ve tried to do.”
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